Abstract
Plant material. Thirteen plants of the Rubiaceae and two plants of the Meliaceae Ž . Table 1 , were collected from Central Province of Sri Lanka in August, 2000 and identified by comparison with specimens available at the National Herbarium, Peradeniya, Sri Lanka. Voucher specimens of the plant material are deposited at the Institute of Fundamental Studies. 
12.
Tarenna asiatica L. Tested materials. n-Hexane, dichloromethane and methanol extracts obtained from the leaves, bark and stem of the species listed in Table 1 . w x Studied activity. Antibacterial and antifungal activity by disc diffusion method 3 .
Used micro-organisms. Listed in Table 1 .
Results. Only the extracts active against at least one micro-organism are reported in Table 1 .
Conclusion.
M. tinctoria, M. frondosa, P. gardneri and P. stenophylla showed a wide spectrum, being active against six of the seven micro-organisms tested. W. bicuspidata displayed activity only against the yeast-like fungus S. cere¨isiae, which appears to be the most sensitive of the seven micro-organisms tested. The fungi A. niger and U. maydis appear to be the least sensitive species in this study. The data reported indicate that a high percentage of the plant extracts have antimicrobial activity, mainly against bacteria and yeasts. The fungi A. niger and U. maydis appear to be, the least sensitive.
